Mill Roseman for Philip Morris 3/16/83 

Draft of letter re Waxman bill — 4: general executive 


Dear 


It has come to my attention that the 98th Congress will 
be offered an unfortunate item of proposed legislation. 

H.R. 1824, offered by Representative Waxman as a measure 
designed to educate the public to the dangers, as he sees 
them, of cigarette smoking, is one of those regrettable 
instances of misdirected and mistaken zeal. 

It is, however, not only mistaken but potentially quite 
dangerous. 

As I am sure you know, similar proposals were offered in 
the previous Congress; wisely, they were permitted to die. 

In what is unquestionably an earnest effort to impress 
the public with what he believes to be the perils of cig¬ 
arette smoking. Representative Waxman would place the au¬ 
thority of Congressional edict on what remains the subject 
of considerable scientific and medical debate. 

In quest of effectiveness in this urge to educate, his 
bill would create a monstrous bureaucratic machine, giving 
hitherto unequalled power to the officials of what would 
become another Federal regulatory agency. 

By placing the burden of this propaganda effort on the 
regulated industry itself,' this proposed legislation 
would constitute a clearly discriminatory restraint of 
trade. It would cause enormous economic hardship, with 
loss of income and employment to farmers, manufacturing 
employees and those engaged in the distributive trades, 
as well as to an industry which makes a significant con¬ 
tribution to Federal and State tax income. It can only 
result in exporting American manufacturing, and American 
jobs. 

What is more, it would commit the Government, and the Con¬ 
gress, to enormous expenditures, for both staff and pro¬ 
gram, all in a vain search for some imagined level of 
public "good,” which the public has the clear right to 
judge for itself. 

The proposed bill, as I am sure you will determine on the 
basis of your own study, is misguided at the very least, 
and perhaps unconstitutional as well. 

It merits only rejection. 

Sincerely, 2023724363 

(sig) 
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